FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Japan’s First High School Student-Led Business Contest Ignites Youth Innovation for
Regional Revitalization

Tokyo, Japan — July 7, 2025 — Japan’s first high school student-led business contest, Teenage
Business Contest Japan (TBCJ), is mobilizing youth to address one of the nation’s most pressing
issues—regional revitalization. Through innovative, student-driven proposals, TBCJ empowers the
next generation to create practical business solutions for Japan’s aging and declining communities.

As the contest enters its final stage, TBCJ announces the launch of the UTokyo IPC Special
Innovative Prize, awarded to one team or individual for outstanding originality, feasibility, and
social impact—with special endorsement from the University of Tokyo IPC (Innovation Platform
Company).

Prize Breakdown

UTokyo IPC Special Innovative Prize: ¥500,000
Grand Prize: ¥300,000

Excellence Prize: ¥200,000

Encouragement Prize: ¥100,000

Finalist Prize: ¥50,000 each

TBCIJ also extends sincere gratitude to Mitsubishi Estate Co., Ltd. for generously providing the
venue for the live pitch event.

Contest Timeline

Sign-Up Deadline: July 15, 2025

Proposal Submission Deadline: July 21, 2025

Top 10 Finalists Announcement: July 31, 2025

Final Pitch Event: August 7, 2025 (13:00-16:00 JST)

Final Pitch Event Details

e Date: August 7, 2025

e Time: 13:00-16:00 JST

e Venue: EGG Japan Innovation Facility, Marunouchi 1-5-1, Shin Marunouchi Building
10F Tokyo, Japan
(Courtesy of Mitsubishi Estate Co., Ltd.)



Ten finalists will present their proposals to a panel of judges representing academia, government,
and industry. These students are challenged to address real-world problems with actionable
business plans tailored to Japan’s local communities.

Special Thanks

TBC Japan extends heartfelt thanks to all sponsors, supporters, mentors, and endorsers for making
this initiative possible. Their collaboration reflects a shared commitment to education, innovation,
and regional revitalization.

With appreciation to:

Airweave, JapaNet Takata, KG Capital, Profitz, Rena Creative, Sangyo Sosei, Tokyo Techies,
UTokyo-IPC, Tokyo Academics, Stanford University e-Entrepreneurship Japan, and various
Ministries of the Japanese Government (alphabetical orders).

For full contest details and entry information, visit: https://tbcj.net

Media Contact:

Millie Gan

Founder, TBC Japan
tbc.japanl@gmail.com
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